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" Everybody must be interested about Rome," said Lo-
thair. " Rome is the country of the world, and even the
doting priest you talk of boasts of two hundred millions of
subjects."
" If he were at Avignon again I should not care for his
boasts," said Theodora. " I do not grudge him his spiritual
subjects; I am content to leave his superstition to Time.
Time is no longer slow; his scythe mows quickly in this age."
Some of the Gardinalate may have felt the approach of
the scythe. Antonelli seems to have done so. Far too
intelligent to be unaware of the inexorable forces arrayed
against the temporal power, he was content to carry on
the existing system, to maintain it as long as he could by
subtlety and inertia, but not to worry too much if the end
were coming. There was an e Old Guard/ however, that
never surrendered. Like Monseignore Berwick in Lothair,
they said to themselves, " So long as we never relinquish
our title to the Eternal City we shall be eternal." To a
friend the Monseignore remarked, cc If Rome fall, not
an existing dynasty in Europe will survive five years."
Disraeli, when he wrote this sentence, may have believed
it in regard to the Continental dynasties, not the British.
Then, with one of his astonishing flights of imagination, he
makes one of his characters suggest a plan for saving a
vestige of the temporal power, for securing a * token*
state to the Pope, as has actually been done by the Lateran
Treaty of 1929. Monseignore Berwick's mysterious visitor
in London says:
" I wish we could devise some plan which, humanly
speaking, would secure to his Holiness the possession of his
earthly home for ever. I wish I could induce you to consider
more favourably that suggestion that his Holiness should
content himself with the ancient city, and, in possession of
St Peter's and the Vatican, leave the rest of Rome to the
vulgar cares and the mundane anxieties of the transient
generation." *
1 Lothair, Chapter L.
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